
JOINT COMMITTEE ON STATE AND
NATIONAL LEGISLATION.
NATIONAL MATERNITY BENEFITS.

A bill (S3259) "for the purpose of cooper-
ating with the States in promoting the care of
maternity and infancy" and "to provide in-
struction in the hygiene of maternity and in-
fancy," is to come before Congress.

The bill provides a direct appropriation of
$10,000 to each State and an additional appro-
priation of $2,000,000 to be increased annually
to $4,000,000 in five years to be divided among
the States according to their population. No
state, however, is to secure any of this addi-
tional appropriation unless it makes an equal
appropriation for the same purpose.

A "Federal Board of Maternal and Infant
Hygiene" is to be created, consisting of the
Secretary of Labor, chairman ; the Chief of the
Children's Bureau, executive officer; the Sur-
geon General of the Public Health Service, and
the Commissioner of Education. This Federal
Board is to administer the provisions of the act
and cooperate with the State Boards.

In order to secure the benefits, any state must
designate some board or a division of the State
Board of Health to administer the provisions
of the bill, in cooperation with the Federal
Board.

Section 8 of the bill provides, "That the co-
operative work in promoting the care of ma-
ternity and infancy shall consist of instruction
in the hygiene of maternity and infancy through
public health nurses, consultation centres, and
other suitable methods, and the provision of
medical and nursing care for mothers and in-
fants at home or at a hospital when necessary,
especially in remote areas; and this work shall
be carried on in such manner as may be mutu-
ally agreed upon by the Federal Board and any
State receiving the benefits of this Act."

Section 9 of the bill provides, "That in order
to provide popular, non-technical instruction to
the residents of the various states, particularly
to those to whom such facilities are not accessi-
ble, on the subject of the hygiene of infancy,
hygiene of maternity, and related subjects, the
State Board described in section 4 is authorized
to arrange with the State University, land-
grant college, or other public educational insti-
tution for the provision of extension courses by
qualified lecturers.

Section 11 provides, "That the facilities pro-
vided by 'any State boards cooperating under
the provisions of this Act shall be available for
all residents of the State.

The other sections of the bill deal with mat-
ters of detail, section 14 providing that no

money apportioned to the States shall be ap-
plied to the purchase, erection, presentation, or
repair of any buildings or for the purchase or
rental of any buildings or lands.

Attention is called to the ambiguity of sec-
tion 8. Does it provide for the medical and
nursing care for mothers and infants at home
or, if necessary, at a hospital ; or for care either
at home or at a hospital only when for some

special reason it is necessary? The bearing of
this upon proposed legislation in Massachusetts
is obvious.

PHYSICIANS IN THE HALL OF FAME

New York, November 10, 1920.
Mr. Editor:— 

A few months ago I sent out a plea for recognition
of the medical profession in the Hall of Fame and
especially for Morton as perhaps the most outstand-
ing figure in American medicine. This was published
in many of our leading periodicals, and yours was
one which extended the hospitality of its columns to
the cause. The Boston Medical and Surgical Jour-
nal was even good enough to publish a second and
more elaborate plea and reply to the criticisms which
had arisen in some quarters to Morton's claims. Thus.
I am sure, you have in no small degree helped in the
election of Morton's name. The outcome of the re-
cent election must be gratifying to every American
physician who is familiar with Morton's life, his
struggles for recognition, and the sad experience
he was made to undergo by those who attacked him
during life and those who, up to this time, wished
to withhold the credit for his work.

Our never-to-be-forgotten Osier, with his keen sense
of justice, gave us the result of his profound study
of historical medicine concerning Morton's share in
the discovery and promulgation of ether anesthesia
in the following words: "William T. G. Morton was
a new Promethus who gave a gift to the world as
rich as that of fire, the greatest single gift ever made
to suffering humanity." And Professor Welch con-
firms the investigation of his life-long friend and in
one of his recent letters to me he says : "Surgical
anesthesia has been America's greatest contribution
to medicine and surgery, and it would be a thousand
pities not to have this recognized in the Hall of
Fame. As only one name can be selected for this
purpose, it is clear to me that this name should be
Morton." Prof. Welch was one of the electors and
his influence was doubtlessly an important factor in
Morton's final triumph, for from the result of the
election it is evident that the majority of the elec-
tors were of the same opinion as Professor Welch.

It will doubtlessly interest the readers of the Bos-
ton Medical and Surgical Journal to know the
exact outcome of this year's election of America's
immortals for the Hall of Fame. Of the 178 names
voted on, the following seven were chosen : Samuel
Langhorne Clemens (Mark Twain), who received 72
votes : James Buchanan Eads. the engineer. 51 ; Pat-
rick Henry, statesman, 57; William Thomas Green
Morton, discoverer of ether, 72; Augustus St. Gau-
dens, the sculptor. 07 ; and Roger Williams, the minis-
ter, a leader in liberal religion and founder of Provi-
dence. R. I., 66. The only woman who received
enough votes to place lier name on the roll was Alice
Freeman Palmer, the educator, who received 53 votes.

That Morton, together with our most beloved.
Mark Twain, should have received more votes than
any other candidate is a particularly good omen for
the medical profession, and it is to be hoped that in
future elections the names of our other great path-
finders in medicine and surgery may not be forgotten.
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Such names as Ephraim McDowell, J. Marion Sims.
Benjamin Rush, Walter Reed, all deserve a place
among the immortals in America's Hall of Fame.

Sincerely yours,
S. Adolphus Knopf, M.D.

SOCIETY NOTICES
New England Dermatological Society.—The regu-

lar quarterly meeting of the New England Dermato-
logical Society will be held at the Boston City Hos-
pital Surgical Amphitheatre on Wednesday, December
15, at 3.15 p.m. Physicians are cordially invited to
attend.

Henry D. Lloyd, M.D., Secretary.
Massachusetts Society for Mental Hygiene.—A

luncheon, followed by the annual meeting, at the
Copley-Plaza Hotel, Boston, Friday, Dec. 10. 1920, at
1 P.M.

Speakers : 1. Dr. Thomas W. Salmon, Medical Direc-
tor of the National Committee for Mental Hygiene,
New York : "Practical Tasks in Mental Hygiene."

2. Dr. A. W. Stearns, Medical Director of the
Massachusetts Society for Mental Hygiene, Boston :
"The Call for Mental Hygiene Activities in Massa-
chusetts."

After the annual meeting of the Society will come
the meeting of the Board of Directors.

RECENT DEATHS

Dr. Samuel James Meltzer died at his home in
New York, on November 7. Dr. Meltzer was born in
Russia, March 22, 1851, and came to this country
in 1883. He studied medicine at the University of
Berlin and received his medical degree from that
institution in 1882. Since 190G, Dr Meltzer has been
at the head of the department of physiology and
pharmacology at the Rockefeller Institute, where he
discovered his method of "pharyngeal insufflation"
which revived animals whose breathing and heart
beats had ceased. In 1911, he announced the scien-
tific proof of what he termed a "peripheral mechan-
ism" for distributing substances throughout the body,
aside from the circulatory system of the heart, veins;
and lymphatics. He also made notable contributions
to the treatment of tetanus during the war. Dr.
Meltzer held the rank of major in the Medical Officers
Reserve Corps. He was à member of many medical
societies in this country and in Europe, and had
been former president of several, including the Asso-
ciation of American Physicians. He was the author
of more than two hundred monographs.

Announcement has been made of the death of Dr.
Manuel C. Barrios, professor of physiology and of
legal medicine at the University of Lima, Peru. Dr.
Barrios organized the public health service and
founded the National Academy, while a member of
the National Cabinet.

Dr. J. P. Morat, formerly professor of physiology
at Lyons, has died at the age of seventy-five years.

Dr. Edwin Cyrus Thorn died at his home in Deer-
field, November 12, 1020, suddenly, after cranking his
car, at the age of 46. The son of Edwin C, and
Carrie Lawson Thorne, he was born at Brattleboro,
Vermont, was educated at the schools there, and
was graduated in medicine at the Baltimore Medical
College in 1898. The following year he joined the

Massachusetts Medical Society and settled in Deer-
field. He is survived by his widow, Luanna Frank-
lin Thorn, and by four sons and two daughters.

Dr. Peter John Conroy of Everett, died at Ran-
dolph, N. H, where he had gone to recuperate from
a severe cold, November 27, 1920, aged sixty-five
years. He was a native of Maine and a graduate of
the Medical Department of the University of Vermont
in 1882. After taking many courses in surgery, he
settled in Everett in 1895, and had a large practice,
largely surgical. He was a member of the Massachu-
setts Medical Society and of the American Medical
Association.

Dr. Angelo Orín Squier died at his home in Spring-
field, November 25, 1920, at the age of sixty-six. He
was born in Westfield, Mass., and was a graduate of
the Long Island College Hospital in 1876. He prac-
tised in North Wilbraham, joining the Massachusetts
Medical Society from that town in 1879. Subsequent-
ly he lived in Palmer, before taking up his permanent
residence in Springfield. He was a charter member
of the Eastern Hampden Medical Association and
was on the staff of the old Hampden Hospital, now
closed, besides being a member of the Springfield
Academy of Medicine and the American Medical Asso-
ciation. Dr. Squier had suffered from heart disease
for a few weeks and was thought to be improving

when his death occurred sui'denly He was one of
the first in Springfield td make use of the automobile,
when it was a novelty. He is survived by his widow
and by one brother, Fred P. Squier, an attorney, of
Springfield.

Stephen William Hayes, M.D., a Fellow of the
Massachusetts Medical Society, died, at his home in
New Bedford, November 2, 1920, at the age of 72.
He was born in County Cork, Ireland, July 24, 1848,
the son of William and Mary Hayes. His early
education was received at the New Bedford High
School ; he was graduated from the Harvard Medical
School in 1870, joined the Massachusetts Medical
Society the same year, and settled in New Bedford.
He had been physician to St. John's Hospital. On
September 16, 1882, Dr. Hayes married Mary G. Mc-
Closkey at Woonsocket, R. I. ; she died the following
year, leaving one child, who is now Mrs. Chrysostom
J. Leary of New Bedford. On June 6, 1917, Dr.
Hayes married Margaret A. Nolan, who survives him.

Dr. Isadore Dyer, Dean of the Medical School of
Talase University, known for his work on leprosy
and malignant skin diseases, died at his home in
New Orleans, on October 12.

Dr. Alphonse François Milot, a Fellow of the
Massachusetts Medical Society, died at his home in
Taunton, of hypostatic pneumonia and chronic endo-
carditis, November 6, 1920, at the age of 58 years.

He was born in St. Leon, Quebec, August 14, 1862,
the son of Leonard and Marie Anne (Paille) Milot;
his education was at Three Rivers Seminary, Quebec,
and at Baltimore Medical College, where he received
an M.D. in 1893, settling in Taunton the same year.
He is survived by his widow, who was Agnes Barre,
of Fall River, and by one daughter.

Dr. Frank Joseph Plummer died at the Peter Bent
Brigham Hospital, Roxbury, December 2, 1920, of
Bright's disease, aged 64 years.

The son of William G. and Josephine Plummer, he
was born in Charlestown, Mass. His medical degree
was obtained at the Baltimore Medical College in
1896. He settled in Maiden and joined the Massachu-
setts Medical Society the same year. He was also
a member of the Maiden Medical Society and the
American Medical Association. His wife died in
1906. He is survived by three daughters.
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